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R e s e a r c h  I n t e r e s t : 

 

My research interests center on understanding the neuroplasticity and recovery patterns of the 

damaged brain, particularly focusing on cognitive and language behavior in persons with aphasia 

(PWA). I am especially interested in examining how neuroplastic changes facilitate discourse 

production and cognitive processing in PWA, using functional near-infrared spectroscopy. Currently, 

my doctoral research focuses on mapping the neural and behavioral substrates of discourse production 

in PWA, with the goal of improving our understanding of how cortical activation and functional 

connectivity influence communication abilities. Additionally, I am committed to examining the impact 

of social determinants of health on long-term aphasia outcomes, particularly within the African 

American population, as part of my broader effort to address disparities in aphasia care.  
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